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Urban Transformations Conference Keynote Biographies:

Carol Stack:

Carol Stack’s areas of interest are Education, Language, Literacy, Society, Culture, urban youth, migration, rural and urban families, service sector employment, facets of the social context of education and Women’s Studies.
Using an anthropological perspective, Carol Stack conducts research on urban youth, migration, rural and urban families, service sector employment, and other facets of the social context of education. She has served as the chair of the Women’s Studies program, and as the chancellor’s assistant on the status of women at UC Berkeley, writing a report on pay and promotion differentials between male and female faculty members. She has been a Guggenheim Fellow, a Fellow of Stanford University’s Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, and a Fellow at the Russell Sage Foundation.

Sabiyha Prince:

 Sabiyha Prince is a cultural anthropologist and assistant professor of anthropology whose research has centered on urban life in the United States. Her focus has been on the way(s) race intersects with other aspects of status and standpoint to shape the experiences of African Americans. Her work looks more specifically at class, power, identity, and public policy, toward illuminating how black folks and their relationships are affected by these particular dynamics. Professor Prince's analytical approach acknowledges gray areas and contradictions and is oriented around concerns for social justice. It is also rooted in an anthropological method of data gathering that may combine strategies in an interdisciplinary fashion but is first and foremost, ethnographic; i.e. dependent upon first-hand, long-term interaction with and observation of the people we want to know more about. Her book Constructing Belonging: Race, Class and Harlem’s Professional Workers (2004) was written after three years of participant-observing, interviewing, hanging out with and reading about African Americans in Central and West Harlem in New York City. In another publication, she wrote about the contemporary legacy of the enslavement of Africans and African Americans in New York City in “Manhattan Africans” (a chapter in Afro-Atlantic Dialogues 2006). “Race, Class and the Packaging of Harlem,” (Identities 2005) discusses the role of policymakers in facilitating the influx of black professionals into Central and West Harlem and my most recent article, “Will the Real Black Middle Class Please Stand Up?” (The Monthly Review July/August 2006) highlights the diversity of viewpoints and experiences within the black middle class and the implications of these cultural layers for social justice work and coalition building. Professor Prince recently appeared on Hardball with Chris Matthews to discuss the Imus controversy. She has also been on the Pacifica Radio Network numerous times and was also a guest on WOL’s The Mark Thompson Show. 

 

Angela Davis:

Angela J. Davis, professor of law at AU's Washington College of Law, is an expert in criminal law and procedure with a specific focus on prosecutorial power and racism in the criminal justice system. Davis previously served as director of the D.C. Public Defender Service, where she began as a staff attorney representing indigent juveniles and adults. She also served as executive director of the National Rainbow Coalition and is a former law clerk of the Honorable Theodore R. Newman, the former Chief Judge of the D.C. Court of Appeals. Davis is the author of Arbitrary Justice: The Power of the American Prosecutor (Oxford University Press 2007). She is also the co-editor (with Professor Michael E. Tigar) of Trial Stories (Foundation Press 2007) and the 4th edition of Basic Criminal Procedure (Thomas West 2005) (with Professors Stephen Saltzburg and Daniel Capra). Davis' other scholarly publications include “Benign Neglect of Race Discrimination in the Criminal Justice System,” in the Michigan Law Review; “Race, Cops, and Traffic Stops,” in the Miami University Law Review; and "The American Prosecutor: Independence, Power, and the Threat of Tyranny," in the Iowa Law Review. Davis won the Pauline Ruyle Moore award for her Fordham Law Review article, "Prosecution and Race: The Power and Privilege of Discretion,” which has been re-printed in part in several books. Davis was awarded a Soros Senior Justice Fellowship in 2003. 

Davis is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Peter M. Cicchino Social Justice Foundation, the Frederick Douglas Jordan Scholarship Board, the Southern Center for Human Rights, and the Sentencing Project. She was a reporter for the ABA Justice Kennedy Commission and is a member of the ABA Commission for Effective Criminal Sanctions. Davis also serves as a member of the Advisory Board for the Vera Institute of Justice Prosecution and Racial Justice Project. She teaches Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, and Criminal Defense: Theory and Practice. Davis won the American University Faculty Award for Outstanding Teaching in a Full-Time Appointment in 2002. 

For more information about Professor Davis' book Arbitrary Justice: The Power of the American Prosecutor, visit arbitraryjustice.com. 

Mindy Fullilove:

Mindy Thompson Fullilove, MD, is a research psychiatrist at New York State Psychiatric Institute and a professor of clinical psychiatry and public health at Columbia University. She was educated at Bryn Mawr College (AB, 1971) and Columbia University (MS, 1971; MD 1978). 
She is a board certified psychiatrist, having received her training at New York Hospital-Westchester Division (1978-1981) and Montefiore Hospital (1981-1982). She has conducted research on AIDS and other epidemics of poor communities, with a special interest in the relationship between the collapse of communities and decline in health. From her research, she has published Root Shock: How Tearing Up City Neighborhoods Hurts America and What We Can Do About It, and The House of Joshua: Meditations on Family and Place. She is co-author of Ernest Thompson's Homeboy Came to Orange: A Story of People's Power (1976) and Rodrick Wallace's Collective Consciousness and Its Discontents (2008). She has received many awards, including inclusion in many “Best Doctors” and two honorary doctorates (Chatham College, 1999, and Bank Street College of Education, 2002). Her work in AIDS is featured in Jacob Levenson’s The Secret Epidemic: The Story of AIDS in Black America. Her current work focuses on the connection between urban function and mental health.
Anu Yadav:

Anu Yadav is an award-winning actress, teacher and playwright in DC committed to how art can be engaged in community, organizing and issues of social justice. She wrote and performed the one-woman play `Capers, which became a powerful testament to the organizing of Friends and Residents of Arthur Capper/Carrollsburg in southeast DC, public housing families who protested the demolition of their neighborhood. She was recently awarded a Creative Communities Initiative grant for the development of 'Classlines.'

